
WHY WORRY?
God never ceases to amaze me. If last year was the year of 
seeing God provide financially (in funding the purchase 
of the Gardener’s Cottage and new land) then this year 
is certainly the year of seeing God provide in terms of 
personnel.  Unfortunately, due to some long term illnesses 
and planned absences, our team has been slightly 
depleted this year. As the person in charge of making 
sure camps happen, there have been many times where I 
have wondered how we will get through the next camp. 
But when people come and ask me the same question I 
always tell them "God isn’t worried so why should we be?"

Sometimes help has come in the form of support team 
who have turned up on just the right weekend, sometimes 
it has been volunteers who have said they would stick 
around a bit longer to help us with activities, but by far 
my favourite are the heroes from previous teams who 
take time out from work or give up their weekend to step 
into the breach on our behalf. One drove all the way from 
Cumbria just to help on a couple of camps!

God loves us and the work we do here. I am in no doubt 
about it and so when challenges come it is merely a 
question of going back to God and seeking his way and 
his solution to the current problem. He has always come 
through for us. Because of the help we have received and 
continue to receive, camps have continued to flourish 
and we have seen new schools and groups added to 
our already long list of faithful returnees this year. I was 
particularly excited to be converting the Drawing Room 
into a dormitory on a recent camp so that we could 
accommodate a less physically able camper. This is a first 
for us and shows a commitment to make sure the gospel 
truly is available for everyone.

And then there’s the new activities too. We have just 
purchased a second new zorb since our current zorbs are 
a little tired now. The technology has moved on since we 
first bought them so it will be exciting to have a couple 
of new ones. One of the new ones can hold two people 
harnessed inside and so you go completely upside down 
in it. Already this is a big hit with the campers.

And this summer we hope to finally announce the opening 
of the tunnel system. It’s been a long time coming but 
we are very close to completion now. They started as a 
“what if…” thought in my head over three years ago, so I 
personally cannot wait to see the dream become reality.

And finally, don’t forget our summer theme – Narnia. It’s 
taken two years to work out what permissions we needed 
but finally we have them and if ever there was a gift of a 
theme this is it. I just hope we do it proud. But then why 
should I be worried? God isn’t.
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CAMPS FOR PARENTS TOO? 
At the start of The Oakes, we knew about other centres who 
offered parent-child camps but we were not sure if they 
were right for us.

The main reason for hesitation was that we have always been 
focused on our main aims: to share the Christian message 
with 8-18s and to encourage young Christians in their faith 
in the context of a great holiday. Obviously, on a parent-child 
camp half the guests would be over 18!

Yet as our own children started to grow, we recognised 
just how important it is for children to be able to have 
conversations about God with their parents. 

We realised what an amazing opportunity an Oakes camp 
could provide for children and their parents to learn and talk 
together about spiritual things whilst enjoying a fun and 
exciting programme of activities and creating memories 
that would hopefully last a lifetime. 

So, a few years ago, we decided to introduce our first Dads 
and Lads weekend. The feedback was very positive and we 
have never looked back.

The next year, we ran a Mums & Daughters camp, too, and 
soon after, we added a second weekend for older girls. These 
camps have grown to become some of our most popular 
weekends and they often fill up well in advance.

As time went on, we became aware that there were a 
number of family situations which needed an alternative. 
For example, Dads who would like to bring their daughters, 
Mums who would like to bring their sons, and children 
who did not feel they were ready to stay away from home 
overnight. 

To accommodate these variations, earlier this year we 
decided to try our first Family Camp. Any combination of 
parents and children were welcome and the camp ran from 
Saturday 9am - 9pm and Sunday 9am - 4pm. The camp 
exceeded our expectations and was very well received. 

A positive spin off from parent-child camps has been that 
many adults who have visited with their children have now 
become our most enthusiastic ambassadors, coming back 
year after year and encouraging their friends, family and 
even their local schools to visit! 

If you have never been on a parent-child camp, why not give 
it a go? It will certainly be a weekend to remember! 

Last year my daughter Milly had booked 
into a half term camp at The Oakes. The 
night before the camp we realised we 

couldn't make it and, at the very last minute, The 
Oakes amazingly swapped us on to the Mothers and 
Daughters camp.  I was reluctant about going as I am 
not particularly into all the outdoor activities and I 
was worried we’d feel left out, as we knew literally 
no-one.  I needn't have worried. From the moment 
we arrived at The Oakes we could not have been 
made to feel more welcome.  

When the other mums in my dorm arrived it was 
amazing.  We all had girls of a similar age so we had 
lots in common to discuss.  We were all so pleased to 
be away with our precious daughters and to journey 
with them into the Bible more and have fun together. 
In the prayer time during the first morning Bible 
study we opened up to each about the challenges 
and highs and lows of raising teenage girls and 
trying to help them to find a lasting relationship 
with Jesus.  It was a really precious time of prayer 
and changed the tone of the whole weekend.  We 
chatted and chatted and prayed for each other and 
for our daughters  and I made friends I am still in 
touch with.  

The teaching was really excellent. Although aimed 
at the girls' age group, I was surprised by how much 
of the talk was challenging and appropriate to me, 
too.  I also really enjoyed the quiet times where we 
were given a Bible study to do with our daughters as 
a pair. This was a really precious time and something 
we don’t often make time for at home.  Through 
answering the questions together we talked about 
things that we wouldn't otherwise have talked 
about.

Milly and I enjoyed the weekend so much that we 
came back this year and we’d spoken so highly about 
our camp the year before that seven friends of ours 
booked in and came  with their daughters too.  It was 
fun to come in a big group.

I would thoroughly recommend the Mothers and 
Daughters weekend.  It is such a brilliant way of 
carving out a whole weekend of quality God time 
with our daughters in our busy lives.  Time with 
God together with your daughter.  Time with other 
Mums. Time for fun. Time for Reflection, relaxation 
and relationships. 

— Fiona Reilly (Mums & Daughters: 11-15s)

2019 PARENT / CHILD CAMPS (25% OFF)
18 - 20 Jan Dads & Lads 8-12s £82  £62

2 - 3 Feb Family Day Camp* 8-12s £54  £41
8 - 10 Feb Mums & Daughters 1 11-15s £82  £62
1 - 3 Mar Mums & Daughters 2 8-12s £82  £62

*For 8-12s and their parents. Saturday 9am - 9pm and Sunday 9am - 4pm only

by Billie Thaw



When I had the opportunity to attend 
an Oakes family camp with my eldest, 

Bethany, it was an easy decision. I knew I wouldn’t 
regret investing in the spiritual life of my daughter. 

Not only did I enjoy seeing her in a different 
environment, but I had a special opportunity to 
spend time with her on her own. We laughed with 
each other on the ropes course, improved our skills 
with the remote control cars and tried things outside 
our comfort zones. Most of all, it was fantastic to talk 
about spiritual things together during discussion 
times in the Main Event meetings. 

I am grateful for The Oakes and the amazing team 
who run such fun and energetic camps. My daughter 
and I enjoyed a spiritually enriching weekend which 
we will both remember for years to come. 

— Daisy Holland (Family Camp)

I can honestly say the family camp was 
FANTASTIC! If you're worried that your age 
may reduce your ability to keep up with 

your child, fear not!  There were activities to cater for 
all tastes and abilities.  

Daniel and I thoroughly enjoyed archery and 
making cardboard castles.  The talks by Rob were 
absolutely fabulous and engaging.  It was especially 
encouraging for me to wander around a place I had 
lived and worked at nearly 20 years ago (being The 
Oakes Cook 1999-2003) reminiscing and seeing how 
it has grown and developed.  

So, ever thought about stepping your toe into your 
child's Oakes holiday?  Then do it!  You won't regret 
it!  You'll have a blast whether you bring a son or a 
daughter as a mother or a father.  The staff are warm, 
welcoming and energetic, the food fabulous (as 
always!!) and you get to sleep in either your own 
bed or a local hotel bed! What could be better!  Get 

booked in for next 
year and I'll see you 
there!!

— Rachel Hardy 
(Family Camp)

Zack and I enjoyed an Oakes family camp in 
February 2018.  Dads & lads camps had been 
recommended to us by a number of people 

so we had been looking forward to going to The Oakes 
for some time. From my point of view, I was hoping for 
a fun couple of days which would involve spending 
positive time with my son, maybe creating some good 
memories, and having the chance to chat easily about 
Christian things. I’d say it was a success on all counts.  

The activities were great fun and there was a good 
balance between exciting outdoor activities like the 
Mudder and (slightly!) calmer inside games like snakes 
& ladders round the house and the murder mystery.  In 
terms of the Main Event meeting times the big "1" that 
Rob had at the front during one of the meetings made 
an impression and helped Zack register the question "is 
Jesus number one in my life?" He also liked the puppet!  
I particularly appreciated the prompt to chat through 
the teaching from Luke together towards the end of 
the camp – walking round the grounds talking naturally 
about Jesus was great.

A warm, friendly atmosphere of fun where you’re 
inspired and actively encouraged to chat to your child 
about the gospel – which, let’s face it, is something that’s 
SO important it’s often missed out of daily conversation.  
I can thoroughly recommend an Oakes family camp!

— Andy Stimson (Family Camp)

Doing the "Mudder" together

On the Ropes Course

Building  
cardboard castles
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20 YEARS OF BLESSINGS
On the 12th May this year, it was the 20th anniversary since 
The Oakes was purchased by the Oakes Trust, the charity 
that owns and runs the centre. We decided to mark this 
milestone by having a small service of thanksgiving for a few 
of those who were involved at The Oakes in 1998.

As we reflect back on the last 20 years, it is hard to put 
into words our thanks and gratitude to God for His many 
blessings.

These blessings have arrived in many forms. 

The physical gifts of the house and grounds and all the ways 
in which these have expanded and improved over the years. 

The team, both the gap team members who arrive each 
September from all over the world, and the permanent team 
who work so hard, without salary, for the sake of the Gospel. 

But surely our biggest thanks to God is for the many young 
people who have visited and opened their eyes to see the 
truth about Jesus and chosen to live their lives for him.

Last February, we received a copy of an article, written by 
Gill Brackett who is Reader and Team Leader for Children's, 

Youth and Families Ministry at Holy Trinity, Heath Town 
(Wolverhampton).

If I could have read this feedback 20 years ago, when we were 
just starting out, I could think of nothing that I would have 
found more encouraging. Her description is exactly what we 
hoped and prayed that The Oakes would become.

We share it below as a tribute to all those who have worked 
so hard, or provided generous support, to make The Oakes 
what it is today, but most of all, as a tribute to our gracious 
Heavenly Father, who has supplied and exceeded all our 
needs. 

To God be the Glory!

Close your eyes for a moment and imagine a 
place where you can take your youth group 
away on a residential and have a retreat for 

yourself at the same time. That’s what it is like when 
you visit The Oakes Holiday Centre near Sheffield an 
interdenominational charity that runs holidays for 
various age groups from 8 to 18s where the Christian 
message is shared, Christians are encouraged in their 
faith, and everyone will have a fantastic experience.

Those aims were certainly met when we went with ten 
9-13s from Holy Trinity Church, Heath Town, in February 
half term. Whilst there, our young people joined in with 
more than 50 other youngsters and had a wonderful 
time. It was encouraging to see some of our more timid 
young people step out of their comfort zone and have a 
go at activities like ‘the Mudder challenge’ which involved 
jumping into a pond and, as the name suggests, getting 
very muddy as they crawl and climb through various 
obstacles.

Out of their beautiful Georgian manor house and 
grounds on the southern edge of Sheffield, centre staff 
lead a complete programme containing two interactive 
sessions of Christian teaching and other activities each 
day. When we went, our young people took part in 
the Mudder challenge, ropes course, archery, climbing 
wall, craft, radio controlled cars, ball games, indoor and 
outdoor games, a movie night and bonfires.

Staff cook and serve all meals, wash muddy clothes, and 
even sleep in the dormitories with the youngsters* – 
while you as leader, if you choose to stay, have a hotel 
style room away from all the noise of the night! Churches 
can even drop off their young people, leave and pick 
them up at the end of the holiday, if they want to, so we 
were the only home-church leaders staying that week, 
and were told we could join in as much or as little as we 
wanted to.

Many of the team at The Oakes are young people from 
all over the world, several on a gap years, and all were 
excellent Christian role models, and even after just three 
days many of our group had built up close relationships 
with their dorm leaders.

The Oakes run camps throughout the year (all indoors – 
no actual camping involved!) for different age groups e.g. 
8-12, 11-15, 14-18, and also run mother and daughter, 
and father and son weekends.

At the end of the time there, every one of our youngsters 
were asking when they could return to the Oakes – and 
we’ll definitely be booking up another residential there 
next year.

— Gill Brackett

*Staff sleep in separate rooms on school residentials

by Billie Thaw

Long-term, we are looking for a Housekeeping Manager plus additional help 
with catering and admin. Please contact us to find out more.


