
Praise and thanks for

23. The Family Fun Day in June where we 
welcomed over 400 visitors.

24. The purchase of the Gardener’s Cottage 
and the land associated with it, meaning 
we now have about 18 acres of land.

25. God’s provision of fi nances and His 
sovereign timing, which meant we did 
not need to sell #8 to make the purchase.

26. The 893 acorns which provide vital core 
funding month by month. One acorn is a 
gift of £10/month.

27. Our faithful churches and individual 
supporters who continue to encourage 
us in so many ways.

28. Positive feedback and loyalty from 
schools who use us for their residentials.

29. The volunteers who give their time 
and skills to help with administration, 
maintenance, housekeeping, catering, 
and so on. Also for the past team and 
support team who frequently return to 
help out on camps.

30/31.   Provision for each family and individual 
who works at The Oakes, and those who 
give to make it possible for them to 
volunteer.

Pray for

23. People to attend and introduce friends 
to The Oakes at our open days (20 March 
Coff ee Morning  and 23 June Family Fun 
Day). Pray that God’s glory would be 
evident through all that has been done.

24. Ideas for how to use the new land and to 
honour and glorify God through it.

25. Funds for implementing any ideas we 
have for the new land.

26. Supporters to join our Acorn Scheme as 
we aim to reach our target of 1000 acorns. 

27. Financial wisdom for how to make best 
use of the resources God has given us.

28. Schools to continue visiting The Oakes 
and for teachers to encourage their 
schools to take a residential with us.

29. Continued provision of skilled workers.

30/31.  Oakes families or individuals who need 
to raise additional support to enable 
them to continue serving at The Oakes 
long term.

Monthly prayer notes are available by post 
or email. Please contact us to sign up.

+44 (0)114 2359995   info@oakes.org.uk

Please join us to pray at 8pm on the fi rst 
Thursday of each month. Venues are shared

 in the monthly prayer points (see left).

Family 
Fun Day

Praise and thanks for

1. The 48 camps we had over 2016-17.

2. The (record-breaking) 2102 bookings over 
the last academic year.

3. The freedom we have to tell children the 
Gospel.

4. Campers who heard the Gospel for the 
fi rst time.

5. Campers who have given their lives to 
Jesus during this period.

6. 21 school camps which took place over 
the past year.

7. Our seven fantastic Hollywood themed 
summer camps and the 374 campers who 
attended.

8. Safety over the summer camps.

9. A full year of camps ahead.

Pray for

1. The 46+ camps scheduled for 2017-18.

2. The number of camper bookings to 
continue to increase over the next year.

3. Dan, Mez, Johnny, Rob, Ciara and Heather 
as they prepare to speak on camps - that 
they will be clear and easy to understand.

4. Unchurched children to keep coming 
back and hear more about Jesus.

5. Campers’ lives to be changed by our 
powerful God and for them to come to 
know Him and love Him.

6. Schools to continue coming to The Oakes 
and hearing the Gospel.

7. The campers who came over the summer, 
that they will remember what they heard 
and want to live for Jesus.

8. Continued safety and protection.

9. The children to have questions about 
Christianity and for the dorm leaders to 
have wisdom in answering them.

There is a ‘praise’ and a ‘pray’ point for each day of the month to help you pray on a daily basis.



Pray for 

10. Our Exploration Day in April (date 
to be confi rmed). Pray that it would 
result in future team applications. We 
really could use a couple more males 
to join our current team, too.

11. The new team members to settle 
in well to life at The Oakes, and for 
energy, enthusiasm and strength for 
the next year of camps!

12. Rob Marsden (Team Manager) as he 
seeks the best ways to recruit new 
team members.

13. Meg as she takes on her new role 
as Catering Assistant. For Elizabeth, 
Jhonnar and Connor who are 
piloting our new Residential Trainee 
programme.

14. A new House Manager to replace 
Erica Greaves as she focuses more on 
her Bookings Manager role.

15. Clare Ogborne as she goes on 
maternity leave (due November), and 
for Heather and Meg as they oversee 
the kitchen in her absence. 

16. The whole team to continue to grow 
in love and knowledge of God, and to 
glorify and honour Him in all we do at 
The Oakes.

17. The Hubbard family as they move 
back to England after spending 
several years in the States.

Praise and thanks for

10. Fourteen new team members (four guys and 
ten girls) who started the new academic year 
with us.

11. A fantastic start to the year, being able to take 
the team away to Abersoch to kick off  their 
training.

12. Last year’s team (who have moved on), as well 
as Becca Joy (catering), Craig (camps), Jen 
(housekeeping) and Kirsty (admin). We are 
thankful for all they have contributed to the 
work of The Oakes.

13. Elizabeth, Jhonnar and Meg who are staying 
for a second year, and Josh Scully, married to 
Lizzie (Team 15-16) who is helping out this 
year.

14. New life! Three of our permanent team 
families (Gilchrists, Greaves and Ogbornes) are 
expecting babies over the coming months. 

15. The support team programme, which has 
grown and fl ourished over the years. 

16. The opportunity for Dan Thaw (Director) 
to help out at Acorn 
Camps in Hungary and 
for our links with them.

17. Rob Hubbard (Team 
2002-05) who returns  
December 2017 to 
August 2018 to help 
out with admin.

The new team

Rob Hubbard

Rob Marsden

Praise and thanks for

18/19.  Projects completed since February 
(including our July Work Team):

• Ropes: A new obstacle at the ropes 
course – it’s a cross between a zip-line 
and a see-saw, with a rope to pull 
yourself along.

• Wall: The inside panels have been 
refurbished making it better to look at 
and climb on.

• Mudder: slides have been remoulded 
and lots more fresh mud added (the 
campers bring up lots to the showers).

• Archery: we’ve added an extra safety 
net so we can now run Mudder at the 
same time.

• New shoe storage in the boot room 
means we can hold up to 100 pairs of 
shoes (a huge improvement).

• More sections of the path have had 
their edging replaced (we use metal 
ones now which don’t rot).

20. Good weather which has enabled Tom, 
Ben and Connor to be able to make good 
progress on the tunnels.

21. Our maintenance volunteers who do odd 
jobs around the estate freeing up Tom 
and Ben to focus on larger projects.

22. The fi ve-star food hygiene rating awarded 
to us recently. The inspector said we’re 
one of the best places he’s seen in years!

Pray for

18.  Projects currently in progress:

• Tunnels: the walls and tubes are in 
place, and we are now working on the 
roofi ng!

• Wall: building a roof for wet-weather 
climbing.

• Mini Golf: we are hoping to fi nish 
renovating this by next summer.

19 The projects planned for the near future:

• Repairing the craft room fl oor.

• Lighting for the overfl ow parking area.

• Adding more seating and bins around 
the grounds.

• Draught-proofi ng windows.

• Replacing edging on remaining paths.

20. Tom to be able to stay on top of things as 
Ben takes paternity leave and Connor’s 
help is reduced as he switches roles.

21. Safety in handling the various equipment 
and machinery required to fi x and 
maintain the house and grounds.

22. Continued diligence and care to ensure 
that the food we serve is at the highest 
standard possible.

A new obstacle
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