
ANOTHER RECORD
Last year we started this slot by praising God for the most 
campers ever through The Oakes in one year but with a 
slight sadness that we hadn’t reached the 2000 camper 
mark. This year I can joyfully say that we not only reached 
that figure, but smashed through it receiving a record 
2102 campers in the year 2016-2017. 

Our bookings department is swamped with requests 
from schools for residential camps – so much so that we 
have already started taking bookings for 2019. A recent 
school camp booked up within 36 hours of announcing 
it to the parents!

We have also seen the percentage of returning campers 
on our open camps reach an all-time high this year. Our 
October half term camp needed to have a waiting list, 
and our upcoming Christmas and parent/child camps* 
are also filling up nicely. Praise God! We look forward to 
breaking even more records this year.

* P.S. Have you noticed our new family day camp in February? See the 
Oakes Camps bookmark or visit our website for more information.

STAR-STRUCK SUMMER
Our Hollywood summer theme 
was truly glamorous and the 
team did a fantastic job taking 
the decorations to another level. 
A personal favourite was Jhonnar 
dressed up in his bellboy outfit 
welcoming the campers.

We have yet to decide the 
summer theme for this year but 
do get your bookings in fast to 
avoid disappointment. 

IN THE PIPELINE
We also hope this summer to be announcing the opening 
of the tunnels activity we told you about last time. Tom 
and Ben have put in so much hard work on these and I 
am constantly amazed by the level of detail and planning 
that has gone in to making sure they are safe and fun.

I am anticipating them being something of a “Marmite” 
activity too – you’ll either love them or hate them. I 
think the most exciting aspect is the fact that they will 
challenge campers in completely new ways: you could 
be fine with heights or water, but that feeling of being 
stuck underground in a tight tunnel brings a whole new 
experience. Some of you are probably already shaking 
just at the thought. Personally, I can’t wait.
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by Johnny Gilchrist, Programme Manager

2018 SUMMER DATES

22 - 26 July Summer 1 13-16s £160
29 - 31 July Summer 2 8-12s £80
1 - 3 August Summer 3 8-12s £80
5 - 8 August Summer 4 8-12s £120
12 - 16 August Summer 5 8-12s £160
19 - 24 August Summer 6 11-15s £200 £180
27 - 30 August Summer 7 8-12s £120



RESIDENTIAL TRAINEES
Residential ministry is fantastic! A new team join us each 
year and do more camps than others do in a lifetime! They 
engage enthusiastically with young people and share 
the gospel with them and encourage them in their faith, 
whilst hopefully giving them the best holiday they have 
ever had! So many young people are growing up right 
now with a camp embedded in their memories and Jesus 
is at the heart of every camp. 

Since we believe residential ministry is so great, this year 
we are doing something very exciting – we have begun a 
scheme of further training. 

Joining us from September as "Residential Trainees", we 
have Connor, Jhonnar and Elizabeth. Connor started with 
us in 2015-2016 and went on to serve in the maintenance 
department last year. He would like to be more camp-
focussed this year. Jhonnar and Elizabeth spent a gap 
year with us last year and wanted to continue within 
residential ministry. 

These guys are having another year to continue to be 
involved with camps, further develop the skills they learnt 
in their first year, learn more about residential ministry in 
a specific area, and continue to study the Bible. They will 
also develop their leadership skills as they take an active 
role in training up the new team, working alongside them 
and sharing their experience and expertise.

This new trainee scheme has made an excellent start, and 
we are excited to see how it will develop over the years 
ahead.

TEAM CHANGES
It's always sad to say goodbye to the gap-year team each 
September,  but we were very pleased to welcome 14 new 
team members (pictured above) who have committed to 
spend up to a year with us.

Craig has been a familiar face at The Oakes since the 
very beginning, joining us officially in 2011. Becca Joy 
(catering), Jen (housekeeping) and Kirsty (admin) have 
also contributed a huge amount over the past couple 
of years and it is with great sadness that we had to say 
goodbye to all four of them at the end of the summer.  We 
wish them all well and hope to see them again soon.

Rob Hubbard is returning to help with admin from 
December to August. Rob and his wife Zoe met on Oakes 
team in 2002. They got married in 2004 and now have 
three children. After spending the last few years working 
at a church in America (Rob's home), we are excited to 
have Rob back to help out in 2018. 

The Gilchrists, Ogbornes and Greaves families are all 
expecting babies! Clare Ogborne (Catering Manager) 
will be starting maternity leave in November and Erica 
Greaves in February when she will also be stepping down 
as House Manager to focus on her Bookings Manager role.

In the short term, we are thankful that Meg (kitchen), and 
Elizabeth and Jhonnar (housekeeping) have stayed on to 
help in these areas. Long-term, we will continue to need 
extra help with catering and also a new House Manager 
to take over from Erica.

We are also short of boys on team this year and are looking 
for a full new team from September 2018. by Rob Marsden, Team Managerby Billie Thaw



THE GARDENER'S COTTAGE
The Oakes has been blessed with many 
miracles over the last 19 years, but the 
recent purchase of the Gardener's Cottage 
is one of the most extraordinary. 

In September 2016, the current owners 
approached  The Oakes trustees to explain 
their decision to sell and their desire for 
The Oakes to have first refusal.

This was exciting news as The Oakes 
had been hoping and praying for the 
opportunity to buy the cottage and some 
additional land for many years. There was, 
however, the significant matter of funding. 

The trustees immediately expressed 
interest to move ahead if possible, and they started praying 
and sharing the situation with team and a small group of 
supporters. Within a few weeks, God had worked in the most 
incredible ways and around half of the amount needed had 
been pledged in gifts and loans.

In October 2016, it was decided that the majority of the 
outstanding finances required could be obtained by selling 
number 8 in the stables. This property was purchased by The 
Oakes in 2013, through generous gifts from supporters, to 
provide a home for the Gilchrist family who were joining the 
team later that year.

The trustees did not really want to sell number 8, but it 
was felt that it would facilitate the purchase of a far more 
valuable asset and therefore it was necessary.

But there was an unforeseen problem... number 8 did 
not sell. By January 2017, it was apparent that unless the 
outstanding funds could be secured from another source, 
The Oakes would lose the opportunity to move ahead with 
the purchase.

At this point, the Gardener's Cottage went on the open 
market and attracted considerable interest.

Then, out of the blue, in February 2017, some relatively new 
supporters heard about the situation via a team member's 
prayer letter and they asked if they could visit The Oakes and 
view the Gardener's Cottage and land. 

The couple instantly understood why the purchase was so 
crucial and they caught the vision of what could be done 
with the extra grounds. Within a few days, they had pledged 
a very generous gift alongside a substantial interest free 
loan with an agreement that The Oakes did not need to 
repay their loan until 2027. 

Another supporter and a local trust pledged further loans at 
this point to enable the asking price to be met.

By the time the sale was completed (13th April), the Gilchrist 
family had found out that they were expecting their third 
child. God knew that number 8 would no longer be big 
enough for their expanding family, and planned ahead to 
prepare the opportunity for them to move to the Gardener's 
Cottage.

Oakes team renting in Norton were then able to move into 
number 8 and live in a much more convenient location.

We are humbled and overwhelmed by God's generous 
provision.

Although The Oakes is having to make long term plans for 
loan repayments, no commercial loan has been required.

We stand in awe of a God who has provided more than we 
could ever have imagined or conceived.

Great is Thy faithfulness! by Billie Thaw
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SUPPORTING CAMPS
The Oakes is funded by a combination of camp fees plus 
regular (direct debit) and one-off gifts. 

Without funding from supporters, The Oakes could not exist. 
This continues to be the case, even though our total number 
of campers has been steadily rising over recent years. This 
increase is partly due to more mid-week school bookings 
and partly due to reducing the cost of off-peak camps.

Since opening in 2000, open camps in late autumn, winter 
and early spring have generally not been full. In 2016, the bold 
decision was made to significantly reduce off-peak prices, 
with the hope of increasing attendance and encouraging 
new bookings from those who could not previously afford it.

All these factors have combined to result in significantly 
more bookings between October and March and this has 

enabled us to welcome over 2000 campers last year – a 
target we set at the very beginning! 

However, offering half-price camps can mean we have twice 
as many bookings but receive the same income. Extra food 
and utility expenditure means that the costs go up but the 
income from the fees stays the same.

Although this does not sound a very sensible business plan, 
it means that we can tell more campers about Jesus, so to us 
it makes perfect sense!

So, despite increased bookings, we continue to need your 
generous support more than ever. 

Thank you for enabling us to preach Christ alone, by grace 
alone, through faith alone, to the glory of God alone.

SUPPORTING TEAM
All Oakes team, short and long-term, raise their own support. 
No one receives a salary from The Oakes. Those living and 
eating on-site are even asked to give a contribution to cover 
expenses. Team raise their support in different ways. 

Luke and Daisy Holland raise their own support from the 
UK and the US (Daisy is American). Last summer, Luke, Daisy 
and their children, Bethany (7), Caleb (5) and Micah (2), were 
based in California for three months on "Home Assignment":

When I tell people I’m from a beach town in 
California, they often ask how I ended up in 
Sheffield. It has opened the doors for many 

conversations about what Luke and I do at The Oakes 
and why we believe in sharing the gospel here.

While Luke is British, the majority of our financial support 
comes from churches and individuals in America. In order 
to maintain contact with them, we return every three 
years for a Home Ministry Assignment. This summer, 
we boarded a plane and headed across the pond for 
three months. Most people think it’s a holiday where we 
lounge on the beach and catch up with friends. Let me 
enlighten you! This was our hardest trip so far. Perhaps it 
was the fact that we have three small children, aged 1, 
4 and 7 at the time, but home ministry assignments are 
not all they seem. Overcoming the logistical challenges 
for housing and transportation is the first hurdle. Next, 
there is the challenge to visit as many of our supporters 
as possible. This is virtually impossible considering 
they are in seven different states spanning 7,000 miles. 
We stuck close to my home town this trip and visited 
different churches, spoke at small groups, arranged to 
visit supporters, attended a conference hosted by our 

sending organization, and tried to make the most of our 
time there.

Since I started coming to The Oakes in 2001, I have not 
actually been in California during the summer in 17 
years! However, this year we were in the States in July for 
my mom’s milestone birthday, which was very special. 
We were also able to introduce my siblings and extended 
family to Micah, who was almost two. Also, while we were 
there, our kids went to over 20 play areas – we often met 
supporters at local parks so the kids could play while the 
adults talked.

Through the ups and downs of being away, we know 
God sustained us. We were humbled to reconnect 
with people who sacrificially support us. We know we 
couldn’t serve at The Oakes without so many individuals 
and churches praying and giving. That’s what makes it 
possible for us to continue to be a part of sharing the 
gospel with over two thousand campers each year. 
Through the body of believers, God provides for each of 
the individuals and families at The Oakes. We are truly 
grateful to be partnered with you in this ministry!

— Daisy Holland

by Billie Thaw

Five star food hygiene rating - awarded October 2017


