
Praise and thanks for

1. A full team enabling us to offer a full 
programme of camps throughout the year. 

2. Freedom to openly share the gospel.

3. The schools who visit each year, providing 
opportunities for The Oakes to tell 
unchurched children about Jesus.

4. Enquiries from new schools interested in 
visiting for the first time.

5. February’s Music and Dance weekend. 
Christian Music Ministries (CMM) lead the 
choir, orchestra and dance sessions to 
enable children to learn more about God 
through performing arts.

6. The Dads & Lads and Mums & Daughters 
weekends this term. These camps are 
very popular and it is great to see parents 
prioritising one-to-one time with their 
children, learning more about God.

7. Good numbers on camps throughout the 
autumn and early spring.

8. The 8,400 campers who have visited over 
the last five years.

9. Children who visit on a school residential 
and choose to return on an open camp.

Pray for

1. Stamina for the team as they are stretched 
physically, mentally and spiritually 
through the busy camp schedule.

2. Religious freedom to continue and for 
The Oakes to make the most of every 
opportunity to share Jesus. 

3. Positive relationships with regular schools 
to develop and grow.

4. New schools to start visiting The Oakes. 

5. For songs to establish Bible truths in 
hearts and minds for years to come.

6. Parent/child camps to be really positive 
experiences learning about God together.

7. Campers to bring new friends. 

8. Gospel truths heard at The Oakes to have 
an impact on the lives of each camper. 

9. More school pupils to come back in the 
holidays to learn more about Jesus.

There is a ‘praise’ and a ‘pray’ point for each day of the month to help you pray on a daily basis.

Dads & Lads



Pray for 

10. Unity in the gospel among the team.

11. Those considering a gap year at The 
Oakes, starting mid-September. 

12. Wisdom to know what content to include 
in the study day programme. 

13. Team to grow and benefit from the 
regular spiritual input they receive during 
their time at The Oakes.  

14. The Marsden family as they adjust to 
moving house, joining the team and life 
with the twins. 

15. Team who have responsibilities for 
different areas of The Oakes .

16. Clare, Becca Joy and Heather as they cater 
for 90+ on full camps and oversee the care 
of campers with special dietary needs. 

17. Oakes volunteers to feel appreciated and 
blessed as they give their time and energy 
freely for the work of The Oakes. 

18. Wisdom to know how best to recruit and 
disciple support team volunteers.

Praise and thanks for

10. Good relationships among the team.

11. Ami, who joined the team in January from 
Hungary.

12. Helpful study days led by Rob Marsden 
(Team Manager) and visiting speakers.

13. Beneficial training and time away for the 
team at the “Growing Young Disciples” 
conference in January.

14. The safe arrival of Anna and Lucy, twin 
daughters for Rob and Fiona Marsden and 
sisters to Thomas (4).

15. Team who have stayed on for a second 
year to take on responsibility for a specific 
aspect of The Oakes:

•	 Connor Whalley (maintenance)

•	 Ellie Taylor (housekeeping)

•	 Jen Grant (housekeeping)

•	 Joel Hutton (media)

16. Heather Grieves (2013-14), who returned 
in September to assist Clare and Becca 
Joy with the catering.

17. Invaluable volunteers who play a vital role 
in the office, kitchen and building and 
grounds work.

18. Support team (15+) who sign up to help 
on camps.

Study day

Lucy and Anna Marsden (left to right)

New team (September 2016)



Praise and thanks for

19/20.  Projects completed since July:

•	 Purchase	of	our	own	bouncy	castle!

•	 A	new	rope	bridge	which	can	be	used	
separately from the rest of the ropes 
course, if desired.

•	 A	new	shed	has	been	built	to	be	used	
as	an	outdoor	office	space	for	Dan!

•	 New	bonfire	seating.

•	 Improved	drainage	around	the	ropes	
course, pond, Mudder and tunnels 
area.	Fear	not	-	you’ll	still	get	muddy!

•	 The	entrance	hall	has	been	repaired,	
sanded and varnished with mega-
varnish.

•	 More	overflow	parking	spaces	created	
(outside of the gates).

•	 Two	outdoor	bins	have	been	made.

•	 The	addition	of	Sandra	(a	forklift)	to	
the maintenance team.

21. Completion of the gates restoration 
project (just a little guilding still to do).

Pray for

19/20.  Projects currently in progress:

•	 Creating	a	tunnel	network	to	be	
used as a new activity - dug out, and 
concrete bases for bunkers in place. 
Project on hold over the winter.

•	 Attaching	a	roof	to	the	bouldering	
wall for wet-weather climbing.

•	 Renovating	the	mini	golf	course.

•	 Adding	special	brushes	to	the	sash	
windows to make them more draft-
proof,	hopefully	reducing	energy	bills!

21. The projects planned for the near future:

•	 Improvements	to	shoe	storage	in	the	
boot room, starting this month.

•	 A	few	more	outdoor	bins.

•	 Better	seating	around	the	grounds.

•	 Even	more	drainage	improvements.

•	 Improving	edging	on	more	paths.

•	 Lighting	for	the	new	parking	area.

New bonfire  
seating

Bases for tunnel  
bunkers

Home-made outdoor litter bins

Sandra (and Tom)



Praise and thanks for

22. The opportunity to possibly purchase 
another key property within Oakes Park.

23. God’s sovereign timing and his generous 
blessings in this faith venture.

24. Much needed Acorns (regular gifts) and 
other gifts which provide funding to run 
the centre and keep camp costs down.

25. Thank God for his faithful, abundant 
provision for every family and individual 
who work at The Oakes.

26. The completed restoration of the gates. 
Give thanks for a generous grant from 
Historic England (part of English Heritage) 
and for gifts from supporters. 

27. The many supporters who receive 
mailings twice a year and support The 
Oakes in a variety of ways. 

28. Fruitful prayers of approximately 250 who 
receive our monthly prayer notes. 

29. Churches who support the ministry of 
The Oakes. 

30/31.  Open days - these give opportunities 
to share the amazing things that God has 
done at The Oakes. 

Pray for

22. The Oakes to be able to buy the property. 
For gifts and interest-free loans to be 
received to keep the commercial loan 
required as low as possible.

23. The Oakes to walk in step with God’s will 
and trust in him completely.

24. Faithful support to continue to enable 
costs to be met and ministry to progress. 

25. Team to have confidence in their loving, 
heavenly Father to supply all their needs.

26. The beautiful restored gates to bring 
glory to God.

27. Supporters to use every opportunity 
to promote The Oakes amongst their 
network of family and friends. 

28. Faithful prayer to change lives and enable 
blind eyes to see. 

29. New churches to get excited about 
partnering with The Oakes in gospel 
ministry.

30/31.  New visitors to attend open days and 
become interested in The Oakes. 

Monthly prayer notes are available by post  
or email. Please contact us to sign up.

+44 (0)114 2359995   info@oakes.org.uk 

Please join us to pray at 8pm on the first 
Thursday of each month. Venues are shared 

 in the monthly prayer points (see left).


