
BIGGER AND BETTER
Praise God! In the academic year of 2015-16, The Oakes 
saw its highest ever number of campers. With 1989 
bookings, we were just 11 shy of breaking the 2000 mark. 
Summer camps were almost completely full and this 
means that more campers have heard the gospel here 
than in any other year - which can only ever be a good 
thing! This unrelenting drive to share the gospel with 
more children and young people has continued this year 
with over 15 camps and 500 campers through the doors 
since September – and this is the quiet period. What a 
buzz!

Our Viking summer was truly berzerk and probably our 
wettest yet in terms of the games: not just from the water 
fights and slide on the front lawn but also people failing 
to make it across the stepping stones in “How to Train 
Your Viking.”

This year we are taking on the glitz and glamour world of 
Hollywood, so get out your tuxedos and ball gowns and 
watch out for the occasional stunt person jumping off a 
BMX ramp into the pond!

Speaking of plans, the tunnels behind the Mudder are 
well on their way, but have been on hold while we save up 
the necessary funds to complete the project. There will be 
a network of seven bunkers all interlinked by massive PVC 
pipes (two sizes) buried just below the ground. With the 
possibility to make it pitch black and a few underground 
obstacles thrown in, these will truly test the courage of 
young and old alike. 

We also have many other ideas in the pipeline (excuse 
the pun), some of which we hope to introduce this year.  
Bring on 2017 – our biggest and best yet!

                                                     , Oakes Park, Norton, Sheffield, S8 8BA  |  +44 (0)114 2359995 
info@oakes.org.uk  |  www.oakes.org.uk  |  Charity #1064155  |  Romans 10:14

Connor attempts the narrower tunnel

Stepping stones challenge

Viking themed fun!

FIRST OAKES SUMMER CAMP?  Get £20 off with code: FIRSTSUMMER



SCHOOLS: AN UNEXPECTED JOURNEY

When the front doors of  The Oakes opened for its very 
first summer of camps in July 2000, the primary purpose 
was to share the Christian message with children and 
young people who had never had the opportunity to 
hear it before. We never dreamt that this would end up 
being predominantly through school groups.

The original plan was that church groups would book 
and bring non-church friends. The churches would then 
provide follow-up after the camp. 

Our expectations became reality. Over the first few years, 
the breakdown was probably around 80% churched 
to 20% unchurched children. Although children from 
Christian homes benefit hugely from Christian camps, we 
felt we were not reaching enough children who had never 
heard the good news about Jesus.

Even at this stage, we didn’t expect schools to be the way 

forward. We did not anticipate that they would want to 
visit a centre where the inclusion of teaching about the 
Christian faith was central. Thankfully, God had other 
plans and school bookings slowly started to grow.

Our very first school group was Dobcroft Junior School 
in 2002. Sue Hopkinson, the deputy headteacher at 
the time, worked extremely hard on securing that first 
residential visit. Little did we know that it was to be the 
start of something big.

Dobcroft booked again for the following year, and they 
have been visiting ever since! Paul Hopkinson (Sue’s 
husband) was headteacher of Ecclesall Junior School at 
the time and he encouraged them to book, too.

A few years on and Sue moved to Dore Primary School, 
who quickly became regulars, and Birkdale Prep also got 
involved around this time, bringing the total to four.

Over the last decade, the number of school bookings 
has continued to grow. Amazingly, it has all been entirely 
through word-of-mouth and personal recommendation. 

During the last academic year, we hosted 21 school 
residentials comprising of 17 different schools, bringing 
a total of 884 pupils! Some of these children returned 
independently on school holiday camps which provided 
even more opportunities to share the gospel with them. 

The Oakes is an absolute haven for the highest quality and most 
worthwhile residential for schools. Spanning two schools and 14 

years of both weekend and midweek stays this is a much valued experience 
for both pupils and staff. This is proven by the addition of the weekend trips, 
as so many of the children wish to return after their Y4 residential and this is 
supported by the parents. This is also proven in that my first school still attends 
after 14 years! It is such an all-round, great FUN experience with awesome, 
compassionate and efficient care.  The teaching of the RE curriculum is 
expertly handled in a manner that brings the learning alive and really sets the 
seeds of understanding the Christian faith and what it means for believers. 
The leaders relate so well to their children and the whole operation is so well managed and run that staff really 
can get alongside their pupils, enjoying the time together and able to build relationships without the cares of 
running the days or nights! The team absolutely hit the right tone for an exciting holiday mixed with thoughtful 
learning about the Christian faith.  The set-up, adventure, accommodation (all sparkling clean) delicious food, 
well trained staff and great RE teaching is just BRILLIANT!

— Sue Hopkinson
Former Head, Dore Primary;   Former Deputy Head, Dobcroft Junior



7. Schools have confidence in The Oakes 

The Oakes is well organised with everything in place from 
risks assessments to provision for special dietary needs. 

Schools also have confidence in our teaching. They 
know that their pupils will hear about the Christian faith 
in an appropriate educational framework but also in an 
interesting, relevant and engaging way, and they are 
comfortable with the content of the meetings.

8. The Oakes is suitable for all ages 

In the early years, only primary schools visited but then in 
2014, Notre Dame decided to book. They now bring two 
Y7 groups (11-12s), a Y8 group (12-13s) and have booked 
in an older group with our friends at Yorkshire Camps

Two other schools have since started bringing their Y8-9s 
and we hope for more secondary bookings in the future.

It is interesting to consider why school bookings have 
grown so significantly. We are aware of several factors:

1. God’s sovereignty

First and foremost, school visits were clearly God’s plan 
which he brought about by his will and in his timing, 
through no plans of our own.

2. Location

Most school bookings are from the Sheffield area and the 
most common year groups are Y4/5. For many parents, 
sending their child on their first residential to another 
part of the country is not very attractive and they like the 
idea of a local trip.

3. Good value

The Oakes fees are less than most other centres which 
offer school residentials. We are able to be competitive 
because our overall annual costs are subsidised by our 
supporters and because none of the team receive a  
salary. 

4. Exciting Activities 

Campers can choose between a varied programme of 
activities using the woods, lake, walled garden, lawns and 
fields which are all on-site.  See our website for details.

5. The Team

The team are our greatest asset, looking after the children 
and leading activities with a high adult to child ratio.  
They actively engage with the children and make every 
effort to ensure that campers have a great time.

Although the talks (morning and evening) are important, 
it is the team who interact with the children throughout 
the day, and are able to show God’s love in practical ways.

It is this care and attention which they receive that often 
has a significant impact on them long term.

6. We look after the teachers! 

Teachers are provided with high quality twin bedded, en-
suite rooms with tea and coffee making facilities, and a 
dedicated lounge area.

Once the staff arrive, all responsibilities are taken care of 
by The Oakes enabling the teachers to simply relax, have 
fun and enjoy getting to know their pupils better.

Children and staff have been really well 
looked after. Lovely to see how much of 

the children have enjoyed every aspect of camp.
— Teacher

I really liked The Oakes team and I liked the 
food, activities – pretty much everything!

— Student

Whatever the reasons behind the bookings, we thank God 
for opportunities to share the good news with so many for 
the very first time.

If you know of a school who might like to come to The 
Oakes, please encourage them to get in touch with Erica 
(bookings@oakes.org.uk) and arrange a visit.



GATES COMPLETED!
It is with great excitement that we 
can finally announce that The Oakes 
main gates are fully restored and back 
in place at the entrance to the centre. 
It has been a long process but well 
worth it as they look amazing! 

We are so grateful to the many 
supporters who have contributed 
financially to this project and to 
Historic England who provided the 
majority of the funding. Please visit 
again soon and see them for yourself!

Are you following us on Facebook?

fb.com/oakes.org.uk

FRESH FACES

As usual, since September we've had a whole cast of new 
faces around The Oakes. We are extremely blessed to have 
fourteen young, enthusiastic and passionate individuals join 
us from around the UK as well as Germany, Hungary and 
even Venezuela! They have settled in well and are fired up to 
make The Oakes even better! You can watch a video where 
we introduce them at www.oakes.org.uk/team/meet.

Some familiar faces from last year have also stayed on to 
help in specific areas: Connor (maintenance), Ellie and Jen 
(housekeeping) and Joel (media). Three other past team 
members have also returned: Rob (2002-04) as the new 
Team Manager,  Heather (2013-14) on the catering team, and 
Kirsty (2012-13) with admin. We thank God for his constant 
provision of servant-hearted volunteers like these.
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